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Parks and recreation resources protect our environment, preserve wildlife habitat, strengthen local economies, attract new businesses, contribute to the local tax base, increase property values, and improve the physical and mental health of citizens of all ages. Recognizing the many significant roles of parks and recreation within counties and regions, NACPRO has adopted a set of guiding policy principles which align with the National Recreation and Parks Association guiding policy principles and direct our advocacy efforts:

1. Public Open Space, Natural Areas, Trails, Heritage Sites and Parks – Parks and recreation agencies deliver essential public services and provide an array of opportunities for every region and county in America. NACPRO advocates for state and federal investments that provide funding for the acquisition, development, and rehabilitation of parks, trails, historic and cultural facilities, and public lands as well as recreational and environmental infrastructure and resources. 

2. Health and Wellness for ALL People of ALL Abilities – NACPRO believes that opportunities for active as well as passive recreation are critical to an individual’s and a region’s health and wellness. We advocate for legislation that supports the growing role of public parks and recreation in improving individual and regional health through increased physical activity, the prevention of chronic disease, and the opportunities for the inclusion of individuals with disabilities in all activities.

3. Environmental Stewardship and Sustainability – County and Regional Parks and outdoor recreation lands are the essential green infrastructure of our communities, states, and nation.  Parks and public recreation lands are carbon-reducing landscapes that help clean our air and water, recharge aquifers, and reduce stormwater runoff.  Through energy, climate change, and other legislative measures, we advocate for dedicated resources that will sustain, protect, restore, and expand these environmental assets.

4. Children and Nature – NACPRO regards improving children’s access to nature as a regional and national policy priority. NACPRO believes that public parks and recreation are vital to the national effort to provide safe, healthy ways to explore nature and enhance environmental education.  County and regional park systems are uniquely qualified to provide large scale open space and natural experiences that are “close to home” for many urban, suburban and rural communities. They provide a place where children may discover their past; splash in the water; play in a safe environment; learn to swim; play on a team; follow a trail; catch a fish; and celebrate their heritage. Children who engage in these activities are healthier, do better in school, have better social skills and self-images, and lead more fulfilled lives.  NACPRO encourages dedicated funding at the regional level to support these efforts.

5. Strategic Alliances - Parks and recreation facilities and services are an integral part of a community, regional and state system of essential services.  These services are most effectively planned and developed in a joint manner that encourages landscape level, integrated design and delivery and enhances economies of scale.  NACPRO encourages political support that promotes local, regional and statewide partnerships that integrate parks and recreation as a vital component of all public projects and service delivery. Understanding the need for renewed national leadership to develop a framework and momentum for the protection of park resources and provision of public recreation opportunities, NACPRO recognizes the benefits of the recent White House Conference on America’s Outdoors and encourages further development of new national policy.

6. Transportation and Livable Communities – As the nation’s Surface Transportation Program comes up for reauthorization, NACPRO places a high priority on national and state policies that encourage walking, biking, and the development of alternative transportation networks that will create more connected, livable and healthy counties and regions and promote economic development and redevelopment.






