MINUTES

National Association of County Park and Recreation Officials 

Board of Directors Meeting
July 18, 2010 – Reno, Nevada

I. CALL TO ORDER

Margie Walz called the NACPRO meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.


II. ROLL CALL

Roll was taken by sign-in. 


III. APPOINTMENT OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS TO FILL ANY VACANCIES



IV. REQUEST FOR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

Add draft teleconference minutes 


V. INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS AND GUESTS

Those present introduced themselves.


VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 16, 2009 SALT LAKE CITY
AND TELECONFERENCE MINUTES OF MARCH 18, 2010



Motion by Pat Plocek, seconded by Bob Nickovich to approve the minutes of 
October 16, 2009 with no additions or corrections.  Motion carried.


Motion by John de Bessonet, seconded by John VondeLinde to approve the 
teleconference minutes of March 18, 2010 adding Randy Burkhardt and Paul 
Mueller’s names as “present”.  Motion carried.


VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS AND/OR BUSINESS

Legislation

Some language suggested at Legislative Platform #6 or 7 (check w/Margie).

Finance

See report on page 22.  The NACPRO Director reported that finances are about normal for this time of year despite the economic conditions.

By-Laws

President Walz asked for a motion to recommend the by-laws to a membership vote. Motion by William Palmer, seconded by Mark Denny to recommend the by-laws to a membership vote.  Motion carried.


Awards

Chairman VondeLinde reported that 57 applications were received.  Awards were selected by the Committee composed of John VondeLinde, Greg Mack and Paul Mueller.  The Committee suggests consideration of a third category for another population group size.


Membership

Chairman Burkhardt announced a reminder that a new membership brochure was prepared by William Palmer and is available online.  A membership display booth is suggested for the NACPRO conference.  Membership is up from 89 to 99 currently. This is somewhat lower than normal (around 150) due to the economy. There was some interest in developing a NACPRO pin.  Motion by Chairman Burkhardt, seconded by Paul Mueller to develop a pin for October at a cost (suggested by Margie Walz and Mark Thornton) not to exceed $500.  Steve Madewell suggested a direct mailing for membership instead of pins.  Motion carried. 

There was discussion on an honorary or retiree fee or membership status, possibly with their membership fee sent to the endowment fund.  This thought was referred by the Board to the Membership Committee to consider and report to the Board.  
John de Bessonet suggested an effort from years ago to pass out handouts to the vendors at the NRPA conference, introducing NACPRO via the website. Steve Madewell suggested a review and update of our membership form letters, including references to regional and special districts.  He also suggested we respond to paid corporate members with authorization to use the NACPRO logo in their ads.

Audit

Bob Nickovich distributed a handout from the Audit Committee approving financial reporting January 1 – December 31, 2009.  It was suggested by Margie Walz to review minutes as to whether there was past agreement to have a CPA review the books periodically.






Nominating 

Mark Thornton reported on the state of nominees shown on the report, page 36.

Four new members:  Sue Black, Milwaukee County; Jodi Adams, Green County; Barbara Nugent, Fairfax County; Michael Meadors, Johnson County, Kansas.
Motion by Pat Plocek, seconded by Randy Burkhardt to approve these.

Motion by Mark Thornton, seconded by Steve Madewell to send motion of appreciation for members leaving the board.  Motion carried.

Internet

President Walz reported that hits are up year over year, running around 500 unique visits per month.  Information for distribution on the web site is welcome.  There was discussion of possibly offering job listing for counties to each State Park and Recreation Association for their use.

Endowment

John deBessonet stated that $2,589.22 is the current balance.  He produced a 20 year old collectable NACPRO canvas brief case as a silent auction item for the fund.  He recalled that the fund started with large cash donations from him.

Tours

President Walz mentioned the fall tour, being an NRPA tour, is likely to fill or go to multiple busses.

NACO

Andy Kimmel has been a very active and effective member of the NACO Board as our affiliate representative. Andy is looking for a possible successor.  

President Walz reminded all to get award winning projects into the NACO newsletter.  She would also like to explore at the fall conference, the requests of NACO members without park staff to get assistance in getting started.  She reminded the Awards Committee to get deadlines for submittals to the NRPA and NACO newsletters.






NRPA

Mark Thornton is now serving on the National Policy Committee.  He observes that there is going to be a struggle on LAWCON (Land and Water Conservation Fund) funding.  On one hand, there is support for environmental improvement, on the other hand for county and local funding.  There is some concern that there may be a large diversion of funds to the gulf states as they are the location of the gulf gas and oil tax revenues funding LAWCON.  Relations between NRPA and NACO are at their historic strongest.  President Walz is seeking two candidates to serve in a NRPA Program Committee membership (two meetings per year). 

Jodi Adams joined the meeting at this time (2:30 p.m.) and accepted the honor 
of the President’s request, along with Pat Plocek.
M. NRPA Agency Accreditation Report

Greg Mack is Chairperson of CAPRA, there are a number of nominees in the pipeline.

VIII. NACO Large Urban County Caucus


Russ Guiney of LA County reported that there is an effort underway in the caucus to 
make clear that large urban counties are authorized grant applicants for grant funding 
where applications now specify large cities.  This being a healthy communities theme 
year, this theme has been promoted through NACO.  Trust for Public Lands is working 
on outdoor exercise equipment for installation in urban areas.  More information 
available from Russ.  There was discussion of inviting Trust for Public Lands and Land 
Trust Alliance to get involved in dialogue with NACPRO for a summer tour and 
seminar session.  


Paul Mueller mentioned the past discussion of doing a sponsored and donated Katrina 
restoration project for a play apparatus to be sponsored by NACPRO and possibly to 
get Trust for Public Lands help as a vehicle to do a project there.


Larry Nahe, the Executive Director of NACO is a former Park professional.


President Walz thanked Mr. Guiney for his service on the caucus.

IX. 
CONSIDER PARTNERING WITH NARRP


The NACPRO Director spoke about a number of partnerships with related and affiliated 
associations.  Paul Mueller and Steve Madewell suggested an introductory letter be sent 
by our president to a number of those associations listed on the agenda.


X. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT


President Walz thanked the Board members for their help and support during the year on 
many initiatives.

XI. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

The NACPRO Director’s report (page 37) was distributed to the Board.  He will bring a proposal to move to Quick Books software in January, 2011.  Dan encouraged continued discussion about the national role of County Parks – possibly through the research arms of NRPA or NACO or by a separate research project in the future.  Along those lines, Steve Madewell suggested that County Parks might be reconsidered as a major economic drive in this “new normal” setting.  President Walz suggested formation of a task force to work on studies of the economic value of County Parks.

XII. CONTRACT WITH ADMINISTRATOR

Motion by John Buck, seconded by Mark Denny to renew the annual agreement with NACPRO Director with corrected dates.  Motion carried.

XIII. HOW TO DEAL WITH MEMBER AGENCIES ASKING FOR HELP CONNECTING WITH OTHERS

Consensus to offer to contact the membership with parks questions on behalf of a member.


XIV. OTHER BUSINESS

The endowment received $390.90 on behalf of John de Bessonet’s offer of his official NACPRO brief case to be raffled off.

XV. ADJOURN

Motion by John de Bessonet, seconded by Steve Madewell to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m.
