Hillsborough County Wins National Award for Environmental Lands Acquisition and Protection Program 
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The Trust for Public Land (TPL) and the National Association of Counties (NACo) recognized Hillsborough County’s Environmental Lands Acquisition and Protection Program (ELAPP) on March 7 when it presented the program with its top County Leadership in Conservation Award in the large county category.  The award recognizes leadership, innovation, and excellence in local land conservation and park creation initiatives by county leaders across America.

The winning county programs were honored at the annual NACo Legislative Conference in Washington D.C. as part of its fifth annual County Leadership in Conservation Awards program.

On April 1, 2009, County Administrator Pat Bean presented the Board of County Commissioners with an award of excellence for the County's Environmental Lands Acquisition and Protection Program (ELAPP), during their regularly scheduled meeting in the County Center. The ELAPP General Committee and Preserve Hillsborough were also recognized. The environmental program is administered through the Parks, Recreation and Conservation Department.  

ELAPP continues to gather awards and has become of the most popular programs in Hillsborough County. The program has preserved more than 43,000 acres since its voter-approved inception in 1987 and the voters in Hillsborough County have overwhelmingly approved to tax themselves in two additional referendums to extend the program. ELAPP has also been used as a model in other jurisdictions as they began environmental programs. 

