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NACPRO celebrates 2010 Parks Excellence Awards

2011 NACPRO
Awards Program Announced

Nominations will be accepted begin-
ning February 1, 2011 for the
NACPRO County Parks Excellence
2011 Awards. Presentation of the
awards will be made at an award ban-
quet in conjunction with the National
Association of Counties (NACo) meet-
ing to be held mid - July 2011 in
Portland Oregon. The annual event
recognizes and honors excellence in
county Park and Recreation endeav-
ors throughout the nation.

“Receipt of a NACPRO award also is a
significant achievement that can be
celebrated locally to reinforce the out-
standing works of park and recreation
departments with policy makers and
constituents” said Awards Chairman
Mark Denny.

Full descriptions of the categories and
how to make nominations are found
on page 10 of this edition of NACPRO

news.

Every year NACPRO scours the coun-
try for county parks with outstanding
people, programs or facilities to rec-
ognize by presenting NACPRO Parks
Excellence Awards.
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The new South County Regional Park
earned Palm Beach County (FL) Park and
Recreation Department a NACPRO Facili-
ties Award for 2010.

The 2010 awards were announced at
the annual NACPRO meeting and
awards banquet in conjunction with
the National Association of Counties
meeting, held this past July in Reno,
Nevada.

On pages 4-10 NACPRO News high-
lights 2010 Park Excellence Award
winners. They will be excellent ex-
amples for potential 2011 applicants.

2011 NACPRO

membership drive begins

The new NACPRO membership year
begins January 1. Previous members
should be receiving renewal invoices in
mid January.

Mailings will also be sent to county
park administrators that have not pre-
viously been members.

Membership Chairman Randy
Burkhardt encourages all contacted to

make a prompt response.

“Becoming or remaining a member,
confers professional status within the
ranks of county parks management,”
said Randy.

Professional membership dues are still
very reasonable (only $80 to $100
based on agency size) and have not
increased in several years. They help
defray the cost of NACPRO News, the
NACPRO Awards Program and annual
educational events.
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NACPRO News is the official news-
letter of the National Association of
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Letter from the NACPRO President

As 2010 closes we are all aware of the
myriad of challenges facing park and rec-
reation agencies and most of us are hav-
ing sleepless nights and stressful days
searching for answers on how to meet
seemingly endless demands with ever
shrinking resources.

I can tell you across the country indi-
viduals and agencies are responding in
ever creative and inspirational ways.

NACPRO hosts two annual park tours,
one in affiliation with the National Asso-
ciation of County Officials conference
and the other in conjunction with the
National Park and Recreation Association |
Congress.

On our summer NACo/NACPRO tour in 7
Washoe County Nevada, participants saw |
the response of Doug Doolittle and his

staff to continue to offer safe, clean and
open parks across the county in spite of extreme budget reductions.

This was in sharp contrast to our NRPA/NACPRO fall tour in Minnesota where we
saw the results of one of the largest state wide conservation funding initiatives in
the county. An initiative that was passes by overwhelming support at the very
beginning of our national economic crisis, illustrating the priority that the public
places on conservation and park services.

Also at our annual banquet in Minnesota a brief presentation summarized agencies
and individuals selected by the NACPRO awards committee for their incredible
creative projects or their tireless efforts to advance park and recreation services.
These projects and community leaders are truly representative of the best in the
country.

When I return from these inspirational experiences I find that I am better moti-
vated, more optimistic and generally better prepared to meet the day to day chal-
lenges I have at work.

I also have the practical benefits associated with networking with a collection of
professionals from across the country from a diverse selection of park systems
who have dealt with or are in many instances are dealing with many of the same
issues I face.

This is one of the most powerful professional benefits that comes from being an
active NACPRO member, in addition to belonging to an organization affiliated with
NACo and NRPA.

As such NACPRO participates with and has influence on the legislative efforts of
both organizations and it is increasingly important that county/regional parks are
specifically represented in the legislative process.

We know that county and regional park systems provide an extremely wide selec-
tion of ecological and recreational services for a huge percentage of the country’s
population and we must do what we can to make sure that our services are recog-
nized for the economic impacts that they have on the nation.

Consequently we are continuing work to influence a number of efforts to docu-
ment and quantify the totality of our service, the public value and economic im-
pacts that they have.

Individually it is easy to be overwhelmed in the face of adversity and challenge,
collectively we can and will help each other be successful in these difficult times.

Thank you for your on-going support of NACPRO
Steve Madewell

NACPRO President for 2010-2011
Director Lake MetroParks, Ohio
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Announcements and Events

Park executive development of-
fered

Indiana University’s Executive De-
velopment Program is being offered
April 10-13th at Indiana University.
A motivational speaker and seven
other instructors from around the
country will facilitate sessions re-
lated to risk management, how to
respond to conflict, employee selec-
tion and interviewing, succession
planning, social media, leadership
and developing meaningful partner-
ships. The program is structured
with 17.5 hours of instruction (2.0
CEUs). Participants will have the
opportunity to experience tours of
Bloomington Parks and Recreation
facilities, Brown County State Park,
IU Athletic facilities, as well as a
canoe excursion on Griffy Lake, and
a fitness walk through campus.

The program is organized around a
two year curriculum and class size
is limited to 40 students. For pro-
fessionals with restricted training

budgets, the university program
offers several scholarships. Inter-
ested professionals may visit the
website (www.iuedp.org) for more
information about the 2011 pro-
gram and to register.

Website promotes health in parks

There has been much talk in recent
years about the relationship be-
tween the use of parks and personal
health. A new website has been set
up by Parks Victoria of Australia
that may act as a clearinghouse for
some of the more academic as well
as practical information linking the
two.

Dubbed Healthy Parks Healthy Peo-
ple (hphpcentral.com>), this new
website aims to provide a central
hub for Healthy Parks Healthy Peo-
ple (HPHP) globally. It is where in-
dividuals and organizations can find
news, profiles and research on the
latest programs, innovations and
discoveries on the connections be-
tween human health and nature.

County & special districts ex-
plore common ground

Many NACPRO members are affili-
ated with special districts that are
often county wide. Except for
funding and governance, special
districts work pretty much like
county park systems. This year
NACPRO has been exploring the
benefits of both groups working
together on common goals.

In November a coalition of five
special districts sent a letter to
President Obama to comment on
the America’s Great Outdoors Ini-
tiative and stress support for
[county and] regional parks.

The annual Special Districts
Forum has been held for over 30
years. Organized by a loose coali-
tion, it provides several days for
professional managers to review
one park system and discuss com-
mon concerns. The 2011 Forum
will be held Sept. 25-28 at the
Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority

New round of Flve Star appllcatlons begins

By Carrie Clingan
NACo Senior Associate

Applications are now available for
the 2011 round of Five Star Resto-
ration grants. NACo, in partnership
with the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, EPA, the Wildlife Habi-
tat Council, Southern Company,

Pacific Gas and Electric, and FedEx,

has made these grants available
through the Five Star partnership.

The Five Star Restoration Program
provides modest financial assis-
tance on a competitive basis to sup-
port community-based wetland, ri-
parian and coastal habitat restora-
tion projects in communities. These
projects build diverse partnerships
to foster local natural resource
stewardship through education,
outreach and training activities.
Grant awards range from $10,000
to $40,000, with an average grant
amount of $25,000.

Photo courtesy of Elachee Nature

Science Center

This year additional funds will be
available for Five Star projects in
seven metropolitan areas including:
Boston, Mass.; Dallas-Fort Worth,
Texas; Los Angeles and San Fran-
cisco, Calif.; Memphis, Tenn.; Pitts-
burgh, Pa.; Indianapolis, Ind.; New-
ark, N.J.; Chicago, Ill.; Washington,
D.C. and Seattle, Wash. Though

| these are listed by city, funds are

also applicable for county projects
serving these metropolitan areas.

Five Star projects show measur-
able benefits to the community
including ecological, educational
and economic benefits. They must
include on-the-ground wetland,
riparian, in-stream or coastal
habitat restoration. Projects must
also integrate meaningful educa-
tion into the restoration project
either through community out-
reach, participation or integration
with K-12 environmental curric-
ula.

To apply for a Five Star grant, visit
www.nfwf.org/fivestar. This site
also has information about the
grants, past projects and partner-
ships. Applications open Dec. 16
and close Feb. 14, 2011. If you
have additional questions, please
contact Carrie Clingan at cclin-
gan@naco.org or at 202.942.4246.
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2010 NACPRO Excellence in Parks Awards

The NACPRO awards program is
intended to recognize and honor
excellence in county park and rec-
reation endeavors throughout the
nation and to share best practice
ideas with other agencies. NACPRO
hopes its awards program will en-
courage dreamers and dreams.

NACPRO recognizes member agen-
cies for successful park and recrea-
tion facilities, programs, environ-
mental/conservation initiatives, his-
torical/cultural projects, and re-
moving barrier initiatives.

NACPRO encourages interested
readers to learn more about these
projects by contacting the winning
agencies.

The winners of the 2010 NACPRO
County Parks excellence awards are
listed and described below.

Outstanding Public Official
The Outstanding Public Official
Award is presented to a nominated,
elected or appointed federal, state,
or local official (including commis-
sioner or board member) who has
contributed significantly to the
benefit of county level parks, recrea-
tion, leisure services and open
space programs.

This year's award recognized two
individuals.

The first Outstanding Public Official
for 2010 is Mr. Larry Blackstad,
nominated by the Three Rivers Park
District in Minnesota.

Mr. Blackstad has served on the
Board of the nationally renowned
Three Rivers Park District, in Min-
nesota, since 2004. He has been
Chair of the board for the past 4
years. Mr. Blackstad has demon-
strated a long-term dedication to
the environment as a member of the
Mississippi River Coordinating
Commission, NRPA Public Policy
Committee, Great Lakes Regional
Section of NRPA, the National Asso-

ciation of
County Com-
munity Devel-
opment, the
City of Minne-
tonka Park
and Recreation
Board, and a
local water-
shed district
advisory com-
mittee.

Mr. Blackstad’s significant contri-
butions to county parks and recrea-
tion have focused on consensus
building and community partner-
ships. Under his leadership, three
signature facilities opened in 2009:
the Dakota Rail Regional Trail, Luce
Line Regional Trail, and Siverwood
Park — a center for arts and the en-
vironment. For each project, he
established consensus by working
across county and municipal
boundaries, achieving considerable
public support.

A second Outstanding Public Offi-
cial Award went to Stan Lee, nomi-
nated by the County of Los Angeles
Department of Parks and Recrea-
tion.

Mr. Lee has
worked side-
~| by-side with
L.A. County
Supervisors to
support the
Aquatics Sec-
tion of the
South Agency
where he
serves as the
Executive Di-
rector of the
Aquatics Foundation of Metropoli-
tan Los Angeles. In that capacity,
Mr. Lee generated more that
$150,000 of funding and publicity
for programs and maintenance of
pool facilities. Due to his efforts, a
new Aquatics Training Center will
be opened this year at Ted Watkins

Park to assist youth interested in
careers in the Aquatic field.

Mr. Lee also leads the efforts of the
Los Angeles County Parks founda-
tion, the non-profit fundraising
group for the Parks and Recreation
Department. His efforts with the
Foundation have generated enough
funding to afford uniforms and
travel for kids attending sports com-
petitions. He always keeps in mind
the needs of the parks community
and looks for ways to enhance
parks for the public’s use.

Fellow Award

The NACPRO Fellow Award recog-
nizes exemplary professionals who
are currently employed in county
park and recreation service. Each
year, just one individual is selected
to receive this award.

The 2010 Fellow
Award Winner is
Bill Palmer, Su-
perintendent of
the Recreation
and Park Com-
mission for the
Parish of East
Baton Rouge,
Louisiana.

Bill, has been a

member of NACPRO for many years.
He has worked with NACPRO in
several board capacities. He has
served on the Board of Directors,
edited the newsletter, and served as
the Vice-President and President.
His career includes work as a parks
planner for over 30 years.

Bill received his Bachelor of Land-
scape Architecture from LSU in
1971 and is a licensed landscape
architect. His professional experi-
ence includes serving as senior
landscape architect, and then Su-
perintendent of Planning for the
Forth Worth Park and Recreation
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Department. Bill returned to Baton
Rouge in 1979 to become the Direc-
tor of Planning and Engineering at
BREC. Prior to his appointment as
Superintendent, he served as both
Assistant Superintendent and Dep-
uty Superintendent. Bill has led
the way in implementing the county
strategic plan, “Imagine Your
Parks.”

BREC staff, reports that Bill is a
dedicated public servant who works
to make his county parks system
cleaner, better, and safer every day.
With his work already appreciated
on many levels, NACPRO was proud
to honor him with the Fellow
Award.

Outstanding Contributor
Outstanding Contributor Award
went to Sue Turner, nominated by
Recreation and Parks Commission
for the Parish of

East Baton
Rouge.

East Baton
Rouge Parish
would be a dif-
ferent place if
not for Sue
Turner. Sue
has been a

parks commu-
nity activist for decades. Her asso-
ciation with a cause conveys a
sense of stability and trust to the
general public. Sue makes a differ-
ence in her community through her
support and work on behalf of many
different groups. Sue’s longtime
association with BREC has provided
a sense of community.

One example of her leadership
speaks for many others; targeted by
land developers, Magnolia Mound
Plantation’s Historic House was to
be destroyed to make way for high-
rise condominiums. Realizing this
unique property was in peril, Sue
and other concerned citizens ag-

gressively petitioned the local and
state government to save the prop-
erty. It was to the great relief of
those involved that in 1966, Magno-
lia Mound was saved. BREC took
responsibility of the site and in
1975 Magnolia Mound Plantation
was opened to the public as a pub-
lic park.

Recently, Sue has donated
$425,000 to the BREC Foundation
in order to build a new welcome
center at Magnolia Mound.

Sue was one of the original incorpo-
rators of the BREC Foundation and
has served on the Board of Direc-
tors since its establishment. She
pinpoints aspects that need amplifi-
cation and brings up historical
precedents of which many people
are unaware. Sue has worked with
many organizations which span the
parish, the state of Louisiana, and
the nation. Sue Turner’s activism
has melded together the tapestry of
the past as well as the hope and
progress of the future. She has
truly made her community a better
place.

Outstanding Volunteer
The 2010 Outstanding Volunteer
award was presented to an individ-
ual who made a significant contri-
bution of personal time and talent
to county parks

and recreation.

The Out-
standing Vol-
unteer Award
was presented
to Kim Rhoads
of Los Angeles
County Depart-
ment of Parks
and Recreation,
California.

For 12 years, Kim Rhoads has vol-
unteered thousands of hours at Los
Angeles County’s Castaic Sports
Complex in Castaic, California. Al-

NACPRO News

though knowing nothing about the
game, she helped launch Division I
Soccer and became one of its first
coaches.

She devotes more than a hundred
hours annually to the park’s special
events and on the three annual
“picture days,” she organizes and
entertains 500 children from the
sports leagues waiting to have their
pictures taken.

Kim has worked tirelessly to build a
great day camp, providing organiza-
tional and promotional skills and
innovative thinking.

Kim was recognized with a 2007
L.A. County “Urban Hero” Award,
the 2007 L.A. County “Volunteer of
the Year” Award, and the California
Parks and Recreation Society’s 2008
“Champion of the Community”
Award.

What distinguishes Kim from other
dedicated volunteers is that she has
a terminal illness- a diagnosis that
has barely slowed her. Her cour-
age, selflessness and enthusiasm
have brought the community closer
together and taught everyone im-
portant lessons on how life should
be lived.

Outstanding Support

The Outstanding Support award is
presented to an organization that
has made a major contribution to
benefit park and recreation pro-
grams or facilities. The contribu-
tion may be in terms of facility or
program development, operation or
support.

The 2010 Outstanding Support Or-
ganization Award went to the Eaton
Canyon Nature Center Association
and the Los Angeles County Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation.

Easton Canyon Nature Center Asso-
ciates (ECNCA) is a non-profit group
founded to develop in children and
adults an appreciation of the natu-
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ral world and to preserve Eaton
Canyon as a natural area for future
generations. For over forty years,
ECNCA has supported the County
of Los Angeles Eaton Canyon Natu-
ral Area and Nature Center by help-
ing to provide quality programs for
the public. Families rely on Eaton
Canyon for its low cost or free pro-
gramming.

Currently, ECNCA funds and staffs
nearly all Park programs including
guided hikes, birding, plant and
moonlight walks, school tours, field
trips, nature camps, after-school Jr.
Ranger Programs, Student Natural-
ist and special events. During
2008-2009, 2,400 students bene-
fited from hands-on experience that
most schools can’t afford.

With ECNCA'’s support, Eaton Can-
yon Natural Area Park and Nature
Center has provided quality pro-
grams that engage the public in
great outdoor experiences even dur-
ing economic downturn and difficult
times.

Park and Recreation Program

The Park and Recreation Program
Awards recognize county park and
recreation agencies for unique or
exceptional programs, activities, or
events which provide an out-

standing example for other agen-
cies. The Class II Parks and Recrea-
tion Program award is presented to
park and recreation agencies from
counties with a population over
500,000.

The first Class II Program Award
was given to The Desert Critter
Scene Investigator program, devel-
oped by the Maricopa County Parks
and Recreation Department and
Phoenix Zoo.

This program focuses on reconnect-
ing youth with nature by having
them examine objects and clues left
behind by Sonoran desert animals.
Children who have this knowledge
will be better prepared for what they
may find on hikes and walks in the
desert.

While the training won’t alleviate an
impulsive nature, it can help focus
a child’s attention and keep them
alert to possible danger. It can also
give their treks purpose instead of
aimless wandering which can lead
to trouble.

Unveiled at Cave Creek Regional
Park in 2008, the agency has of-
fered two programs attended by sev-
eral hundred participants. The pro-
grams unique hands-on interaction
between wildlife and the Sonoran
desert have peaked curiosity among
youth to learn more about nature
and have prompted repeat visits to
the parks. This is a great program

could easily be adapted to accom-
modate other types of climates.

The second Class II program award
went to the Oakland County Parks
and Recreation Department in
Michigan.

Tuning Your Tot or (TYT) is a quar-
terly program offered by Oakland
County Parks at the Wint Nature
Center of Independence Oaks
County Park in Clarkston, Michi-
gan.

TYT’s objective is to build a founda-
tion of environmental awareness in
children by providing opportunities
to explore the wonders of science
and the natural world. In each sea-
son, TYT presents a new theme or
focus to engage and teach children
about the natural world.

TYT was developed when the nature
center opened 25 years ago. The
fundamentals of child development
are interpreted and transferred to
the science/nature topic that is the
focus of each session. Although
TYT emphasizes music as a tool to
involve the pre-school child in
“active” learning, the program offers
indoor and outdoor activities that
engage all five of the children’s
senses.

Over the past 25 years, there have
been 353 TYT sessions. As a result,
5,295 “learning experiences” have
taken place by children and 4,236
by adults. Additionally, many
adults who attended the program as
youths now bring their own children
to have the same experience.
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Areas and Facilities

The Areas and Facilities awards are
presented to recognize and honor
excellence in recreation and park
facilities; to focus national attention
(both public and professional) on
the very best of facility design; to
encourage outstanding efforts in
planning, design, construction, and
benefits to the community; and to
be a resource of information for the
highest quality of facility develop-
ment.

The Class I Park and Recreation
Facility Award went to the Recrea-
tion and Park Commission for the
Parish of East Baton Rouge. Class I
Counties have a population of less
than 500,000.

Flanacher Road Park is the most
recent neighborhood park and re-
gional sports park completed by
BREC. This previously undeveloped
park is a 175-acre site featuring
pristine wooded areas and vast
open spaces containing stands of
large mature specimen oak trees
and other hardwoods.

A public meeting in June, 2006 to
gather suggestions from citizens on
the Conceptual Master Plan for the
park. The final plan produced by
BREC included the development of
a new 2600 square foot Recreation
Center, soccer complex, disc golf
course, fishing pond, extensive
walking paths, playground, picnic
areas and picnic shelters. Work
was completed in April of 2008.
Construction costs for Flanacher
Road Park Phase One totaled

roughly $3.2 million. Funding for
the development of the park was
made possible by the “Imagine Your
Parks” tax passed by voters of East
Baton Rouge Parish in November
2004.

Amenities along the trail include a
campground, golf course, baseball
and softball facilities, multiple shel-
ters, gardens, marina, arboretum,
playgrounds, tennis courts, fishing
docks, and restrooms. As it mean-
ders through the rolling terrain of
Lake Shawnee Park, the trail pro-
vides trail users with multiple rec-
reational opportunities as well as
wonderful scenic views.

The Class II Award for Parks and
Recreation Areas and Facilities is
presented to counties with a popu-
lation over 500,000.

The first Park and Recreation Facil-
ity Class II Award was presented to
the San Diego County Parks and
Recreation Department for the San
Elijo Lagoon Nature Center.

The new San Elijo Lagoon Nature
Center is nestled on the banks of
the 1,000 acre San Elijo Lagoon
Ecological Reserve in the commu-
nity of Encinitas, California. Devel-
opment of the Nature Center re-
quired a County led partnership
between several governmental agen-
cies, including the City of Encinitas,
California Coastal Commission,
California Department of Fish and
Game, San Elijo Joint Powers Au-
thority, and the non-profit San Elijo
Lagoon conservancy.

The County used State and Federal
grants to design and build this $5.6
million dollar facility. Uses include
a large exhibit room, ranger offices,
restrooms, a classroom and an out-
door balcony. The building is de-
signed to demonstrate the effective-
ness of a variety of green technolo-
gies. These include, photovoltaic
panels, low emissivity windows, re-
newable bamboo, recycled content

NACPRO News

concrete, planted green roof, radi-
ant floor heating and solar tubes for
natural lighting.

In addition to the building’s techno-
logical features, it has many inter-
active exhibits dedicated to educat-
ing the public on the history and
importance of the Reserve, its eco-
systems, and sustainable building
design and operation. As a result of
all these efforts, the San Elijo La-
goon Nature Center recently at-
tained LEED Platinum certification
from the US Green Building Coun-
cil, the highest level of recognition
for sustainability and energy effi-
ciency in the Nation.

The second Class II facility award
was earned by Palm Beach County,
Florida for the South County Re-
gional Park development.

South County Park got its start
during South Florida’s population
explosion 35 years ago when 816
acres of land were acquired by Palm
Beach County. The new park was
slated to be the primary provider of
recreation services for the vast,
growing region.

The recommendations of a citizen’s
advisory committee led to the initial
conceptual master plan for the
park. A portion of the first phase
opened in 1994 with much needed
ball fields, picnic facilities, rest-
rooms, and parking. Phase I was
completed two years later with the
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addition of a new nature center,
athletic fields, basketball and vol-
leyball courts, a racquet center,
bike paths, and picnic facilities. A
second phase featured affordable,
family-friendly Coconut Cove Water-
park and Recreation Center with
waterslides, a water playground,
lazy river, concession, classrooms,
and party rooms.

Despite challenges along the way,
all agree that this remarkable re-
gional park has been well worth the
wait. As the finishing touches are
made to Osprey Point, a new 27 —
hole golf course enrolled in the
Audubon International Classic Sig-
nature Golf Course program, this
extraordinary regional park begun
in 1975 is a tribute to all who
helped make it a reality.

Y SN
Environmental/Conservation
The Environmental/Conservation
Award is presented each year to
recognize an exceptional effort to
reclaim, restore, preserve, acquire,
or develop unique and natural areas
and programs.

This year’s first Environmental/
Conservation Award went to Orange
County, California for the Second

Sundays Habitat Restoration Pro-
gram.

Second Sundays are three-hour
events that take place on the sec-
ond Sunday of Each month and
host more than 100 volunteers, re-
sulting in thousands of volunteers
annually who work tirelessly to im-
prove habitat for wildlife. The goals
of the program are to increase habi-
tat values on degraded portions of
the Upper Newport Bay Nature Pre-
serve by planting and seeding with
native species and removing inva-
sive, non-native plants.

This program has leveraged the ef-
forts of three Orange County staff
members into more than 3,600
hours of volunteer restoration main-
tenance annually The results repre-
sent a massive savings for Orange
County. Second Sunday’s restora-
tion sites have grown to cover 5
acres, with more than 6,000 plants
installed and countless pounds of
non-native species removed.

Prior to the conservation of Newport
Bay as designated open space, the
lands were subject to grazing, grad-
ing, a salt works, mining and other
activities that degraded the land in
many areas. Reclaiming these
beautiful costal lands is vital to
support native plant and animal
species dependent on the habitat
and protection provided by UNBNP
in the midst of an urban setting.

The second 2010 Environmental/

Conservation Award was received by
Palm Beach County Parks and Rec-
reation Department for the River-
bend Park Project.

Riverbend Park represents the cul-
mination of a successful 32 year
restoration and preservation effort
of 684 acres of historically and envi-
ronmentally significant land in this
densely populated region of South
Florida. This formidable undertak-
ing required unique partnerships of
local, State and Federal agencies,
and coordination of resources, and
successfully achieving consensus
among diverse public user groups
passionate about their respective
interests regarding the develop-
ment, access, and protection of the

property.

With its restored waterways, native
re-vegetation, and the many species
of native wildlife that now make Riv-
erbend its home, the park serves as
the only surviving example of a sub-
tropical cypress forest river system
remaining in Florida. Riverbend has
become the connecting hub of larger
trail systems, such as the Florida
Trail, the Northeast Everglades
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Natural Area, and Ocean-to-Lake
(Okeechobee) Trail.

Riverbend is now recognized as a
significant cultural and historical
resource for the community. Spe-
cial events and demonstrations pro-
vide a unique living history experi-
ence in the authentically-
constructed Seminole Village and
Pioneer homestead. This gem in
Palm Beach County’s park system
has clearly become an exceptional
and popular destination for many
seeking a picturesque getaway and
a taste of Old Florida.

Historical/Cultural

The Historical/Cultural Facility
Award is awarded to a unique facil-
ity development dedicated to his-
torical or cultural preservation, rec-
reation, and/or interpretation. This
year, NACPRO made two awards in
this category.

The first 2010 Historical/Cultural
Facility Award was presented to
Oakland County Parks, Michigan,
for The Historic Buhl Estate.

In 1969, Oakland County acquired

the Tudor Hills Gun Club and Game
Preserve and opened Addison Oaks
County Park to the public for day
use and camping. The site origi-
nally dates to 1833 when a man
named Dennis Snyder built a log
cabin and cleared 12 acres for
crops.

Included in the park today is the
original 320 acre farm. A later
owner, the Buhl family, established
a family estate and constructed a
large Tudor home on the site in
1927. The estate included a pool
and bathhouse, horse stables,
barns, servants quarters, tennis
courts, and a historic milk house.

Today, the site features the historic
Buhl home which is now used as a
Conference Center, hosting events
for up to 500 people. An outdoor
garden is perfect place for on-site
weddings. Addison oaks County
Park is a model of how other park
systems can restore and use a his-
toric estate as a modern park.

The second 2010 Historical/
Cultural Facility Award was pre-
sented to Orange County, California
for the Clark Interpretive Center.
The center features a “fishbowl”
laboratory that allows volunteers to
work on curation and preservation
of fossil specimens so that their
work is viewable by the public tour-
ing the museum. Museum staff
members supervise college students
from Fullerton College, California

NACPRO News

State University Fullerton, as well
as other local colleges and universi-
ties on volunteer and research pro-
jects.

This Facility is an amazing resource
for local educators to teach stu-
dents about prehistoric species and
scientific methods. The interpretive
center offers a two hour program
called “Fun with Fossils” for school-
aged children throughout the aca-
demic year. In 2009, the center
drew more than 5,000 students for
this program. The center has pro-
vided an important asset to the
community and is in following with
Orange County Parks’ mission of
remaining a steward of natural re-
sources and the education of Or-
ange County’s Citizens.

Removing Barriers

The Removing Barriers Initiative is
presented to an agency with a
unique program or facility that en-
ables and encourages greater par-
ticipation in parks and recreation
by persons with disabilities. This
year, there were two awards.

The next special award is the Re-
moving Barriers Initiative. It is pre-
sented to an agency with a unique
program or facility that enables and
encourages greater participation in
parks and recreation by person with
disabilities.

This year’s Removing Barriers
Award is presented to Kent County,
Michigan for the Townsend Park
Open Shelter ADA Improvement
Project. Built in 1926, the open
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shelter at Townsend Park is Kent
County Parks Department’s oldest
structure. For more than 80 years,
the open shelter has been a favorite
site for picnics, family gatherings
and weddings. Constructed of field
stones and timber on a hilly terrain,
the shelter rises above the park.

Previously, the cobblestone ap-
proach and a demanding set of con-
crete steps excluded many from us-
ing the popular facility.

Built in the days when universal
access wasn’t a consideration the
shelter was not designed to address
modern expectations for accessibil-
ity. Kent County Parks considered
several options to provide access
and still respect the historical char-
acter of the structure. The boldest
option, to bury the steps and create
a plaza in the front of the shelter,
was chosen. An accessible walkway
connecting the side of the plaza to
new parking provides easy access
along with new set of steps and rail-
ing that are much more user-
friendly.

The Department received a 50%
matching grant for improvements
totaling $40,000 through MRPA’s
Access to Recreation Program. The
project included construction of an
accessible walkway, parking, plaza,
new steps, a boulder wall and land-
scaping. The surrounding area was
seeded using a wild flower mix. The
transformation of the open shelter
has been a huge success, allowing
the historic parks icon to meet the
needs of today and tomorrow.

Planning Initiative

The Planning Initiative Award is
presented to recognize an agency
that conducts a research or plan-
ning initiative that has provided the
agency with important data to aid in
decision-making and which contrib-
utes to a body of knowledge that
will be valuable to other county
agencies.

This year’s Planning Initiative
Award was given to the Recreation
and Park Commission for the Parish
of East Baton Rouge, Louisiana for
their Capital Area Pathways Project
or CAPP.

Through a series of public polling's,
BREC learned that Trails were the
number one public request. They
prioritized their development within
their strategic plan, “Imagine Your
Parks.” The CAPP project is an ini-
tiative to identify routes and build a
network of trails and greenways
throughout East Baton Rouge and
surrounding Parishes.

Award Program Sponsors

NACPRO thanks this year's award
program sponsors, including:

Biological Mediation Systems,
Inc. (BMS), providing the Parks and
Recreation profession with systems
and buildings to meet outdoor rest-
room needs; and Pilot Rock, pro-
viding landscaping equipment prod-
ucts wherever people gather to en-
joy the outdoors; and TrafficGuard,
specializing in the manufacture of
top-of-the-line manually operated
removable and collapsible vehicle
access control systems; And
Sybertech Waste Reduction Ltd,
committed to providing cost

saving services and products that
help keep the environment cleaner
and the work place safer.

To Enter the 2011
Awards Competition:

Nominations will be accepted be-
ginning February 1, 2011 for the
NACPRO County Parks Excellence
2011 Awards. Presentation of the
awards will be made at an award
banquet in conjunction with the
NACo meeting to be held mid - July
2011 in Portland, Oregon.

For details and application forms
check the NACPRO website
http:/ /www.nacpro.org/

in February.
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Trails video earns state parks & rec. award

Oakland County, MI[—Oakland
County Parks and Recreation has
won the 2010 Best Video award
from the Michigan Recreation and
Park Association. The honor will be
presented in February at MRPA’s
annual conference.

The video features the helical pier
process used by parks staff to con-
struct boardwalks within wetlands
on OCPR property, featuring the
Ted Gray and Spring Lake board-
walks at Independence Oaks
County Park near Clarkston.

The video offers insight into the
unique construction process, the
importance of the habitat the
boardwalk traverses and accessibil-
ity to natural resources for all park
guests, according to Executive Offi-
cer Dan Stencil. The mini-
documentary was a partnership
with Fox Sports Detroit.

To date, OCPR staff has constructed
more than 1,800 linear feet of
boardwalk using the helical pier
method. The boardwalks featured in
the video were approximately 570
linear feet in length.

“We wanted to create a method that
would limit contact, both by people
and equipment, within the wet-
lands. Using the helical pier
method, the boardwalk was con-
structed one section at a time. The
heavy equipment rests on a finished
section then reaches out to install
the piers for the next section of
boardwalk,” Mike Donnellon, chief
of facilities and maintenance, said.

The piers that support and stabilize
the boardwalk are solid steel with a
helix on the bottom. Each was
screwed into the wetland at varied
lengths of five-80 feet deep until
proper bearing capacity was
reached.

Using in-house staff to build the
boardwalk saved the parks system

more than $23,000 on the one pro-
ject alone, Donnellon said.

Parks staff will again use the helical
pier method to build a boardwalk at
Independence Oaks County Park —
North in 2011.

“In the next few weeks we’ll start

construction on a boardwalk lead-
ing to a fishing pier,” Donnellon
said. “The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources and Environ-
ment typically does not allow con-
struction in wetlands from April -
July. However, due to our low-
impact construction method, Oak-
land County Parks and Recreation
is able to construct boardwalks
year-round. And, MRPA has recog-
nized the process as innovative and
environmentally sensitive.”

To view the video, go to

http:/ /www.youtube.com/destinati

onoakland#p/u/13/-fuzugxWzEU
For more information about Oak-

land County Parks and Recreation,

visit DestinationOakland.com.
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BREC park re-imagined

East Baton Rouge Parish, LA—The
Recreation and Park Commission
for the Parish of East Baton Rouge
celebrated a grand re-opening of its
Perkins Road Community Park, in
October. BREC’s Planning and En-
gineering Department completed the
Perkins Road Community Park
Master Plan in 2006 after an exten-
sive public input process. The 52-
acre park features: a state of the art
skate park, BMX track, velodrome
cycling stadium, rock climbing facil-
ity, community playground, one-
acre lake, four picnic shelters, two
resurfaced tennis courts, a sand
volleyball court, as well as walking,
skating and biking trails.

BREC worked with several compa-
nies to complete this project. SITE
Design Group, Inc., a California-
based firm that specializes in ex-
treme sport facilities, designed the
park’s skate and BMX areas. Jo-
seph Furr Design Studio, Inc. de-
signed the Extreme Park Plaza.
Daniel T. Calongne & Associates
served as the electrical engineers,
Professional Engineering Consult-
ants Corporation served as the civil
engineers and Charles Carter Con-
struction served as the construction
team.

Construction costs for the park
totaled $5.1 million. The Imagine
Your Parks Plan, passed by EBRP
voters in 2004, made these renova-
tions possible. The IYP funds are
dedicated to the refurbishment of
neighborhood parks, the develop-
ment of 12 community-level parks,

renovations to special facilities,
walking trails, and maintenance.

Stephen and Claire Wilson donated
funds for the park’s climbing boul-
der in honor of their son Van Wil-
son.

New library and nature center in-
troduce desert surroundings

Maricopa County, AZ--A new library
and nature center has been com-
pleted just inside the gates of the
30,000-acre White Tank Mountain
Regional Park. The 29,000 sq. ft.
building acts as the welcome center
for the regional park and a location
to obtain free library books.

The facility provides library ameni-
ties including DVDs, study rooms,
classrooms, and the Internet while
nature center amenities include live
animal exhibits, spectacular moun-
tain views. The combination pro-
vides an introduction to the sur-
rounding Sonoran desert preserve.
Once outside visitors may encoun-
ter Saguaro Cactus, coyotes, wood-
peckers, great horned owls and per-
haps even rattlesnakes

The operation represents a partner-
ship between the Maricopa County
Parks and Recreation Department
and Library District.

NACPRO News

sult of balance of energy needs pro-
vided through purchases of renew-
able energy certificates

* Light sensors that modulate based
on facility occupancy and outdoor
brightness levels

* Deep overhangs, fin walls and in-
terior shades to reduce glare

* Low-flow plumbing fixtures

* On-site water treatment

* Indigenous desert landscaping

The county is currently seeking a
Platinum Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) Certi-
fication for the building and outdoor
amphitheater.

$1.27-million grant to Genesee
parks

Genesee County, MI — Facing a ma-
jor funding shortfall, the Genesee
County Parks & Recreation Com-
mission has gotten some critical
help from a $1.27-million grant
from the Charles Stewart Mott

v

Foundation.

o :
5;.\:4'&_55

=

The building’s environmental high-
lights include:

¢ Rooftop solar collectors that pro-
duce twenty-seven percent of the
facility’s annual energy needs

* Net-zero pollution rating as a re-

The grant, which coincided with
the October 1 beginning of the
county’s new fiscal year, will help
keep the parks system — by some
measures the largest in Michigan —
both strong and ready to welcome a
growing number of visitors.

The park system is funded through
a county property tax millage,
which was renewed by voters in
2006 and expires in 2016. Falling
property tax revenues — the result of
declining land values in the area —
is behind the expected budget
shortfall.

Roughly 500,000 persons visit the
system’s 21 parks each year, which
offer more than 600 recreational
and educational opportunities,
many without charge. These include
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playgrounds and picnic areas; a
historic village and authentic nar-
row-gage railroad; an arboretum
and nature preserve; bicycle moto-
cross and off-road vehicle tracks;
hiking and equestrian trails; boat
and canoe launches; swimming and
water parks; and camping facilities.

Genesee’s Clover Beach Pavilion is on of
the facilities the grant will help to operate.

The Commission, in a move to
strengthen both its effectiveness
and efficiency, has been working to
streamline its business operations,
reduce costs and diversify funding
sources. Park staff in 2009 helped
save nearly $167,000 in reduced
fuel, office supply, utility and other
expenses.

The Charles Stewart Mott Founda-
tion, established in 1926 in Flint,
Michigan, by an automotive pio-
neer, is a private philanthropy com-
mitted to supporting projects that
promote a just, equitable and sus-
tainable society. It supports non-
profit programs throughout the U.S.
Mott grant making related to the
county parks has totaled nearly $17
million since 1965.

Comptroller issues report on
county parks' housing

Erie County, NY—Erie County
Comptroller Mark C. Poloncarz re-
cently issued a report regarding the
Erie County Department of Parks,
Recreation and Forestry's initiative
to renovate and then rent houses in
nine County parks.

The report, which was prompted by

a whistleblower tip to the Comptrol-
ler's Office in October 2010, cites a
number of troubling control and
accountability issues. They include:

*Parks appears to have renovated
and then rented County owned
houses to certain individuals, in-
cluding political appointees and
County employees in Parks without
public awareness or any "real" pro-
motion of the initiative.

It appears the Director of Real Es-
tate Asset Management was un-
aware of the initiative to rent
county-owned properties until the
matter was made public in October.
*Parks stated they communicated
the availability of renovated Parks'
rental housing by "word of mouth."
*Parks extensively renovated the
houses at taxpayer expense using
bonded and General Fund monies
without informing the County Legis-
lature that such work was being
conducted.

*No written lease agreements exist
between Parks and the tenants of
the properties.

*Tenants may not be paying for
utilities at Parks' houses, a condi-
tion which has been long required
under an existing County protocol.
*Tenants have not been required to
provide security deposits. Security
deposits are a standard business
practice.

*The Collins Administration violated
the Erie County Charter by setting
rental amounts for Parks' housing
without first seeking and receiving
required approval from the Erie
County Legislature. The Administra-
tion still has not sought Legislature
approval of the rental fees even
though the Parks Commissioner
acknowledged the failure to do so
over a month ago.

*Parks did not develop any new pro-
cedures or protocols for the rental of
Parks housing in contravention of
the existing protocol stated in the
County's CSEA white collar bargain-
ing unit collective bargaining agree-
ment.

*Parks has allowed tenants to not
pay their full monthly rent as re-
quired.

Small county makes big news
Clark County, OH—Despite financial
woes across the country levies for
creating supporting and even oper-
ating county park systems have
generally been favorable. So it was
big news when in November a small
property tax levy for parks opera-
tions failed. The levy would have
only cost the owner of $100,000
home $5 a year. According to the
Clark County Board of Elections the
measure was rejected 23,855 to
20,328.

bk L1 g1 <HOl ‘.‘.w Within a
@‘MV TRESPASSING | few days
: the Clark
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Park Dis-

| closing its

— I four parks
and bike trails. However the dis-
trict’s Little Miami Scenic Trail and
George Rogers Clark Park were de-
veloped with state and federal
grants that stipulate the parks
must stay open to the public indefi-
nitely. The Ohio Department of
Resource is working with the dis-
trict on a solution. Budgeted ex-
penses for the district for 2011 total
$400,000. The board expects to
bring in $65,000.

Agreement to acquire park site
King County, WA--Funds from a
state settlement, county, and pri-
vate contributions would back $36
million purchase of longest remain-
ing natural shoreline in King
County.

The recent announcement is the
result of an historic, decade-long
effort by leaders from across the
region.

Acquisition of the Maury Island site
would protect 250 acres of forests
and a mile of marine shoreline with
nearshore habitat for listed chinook
salmon.

King County Parks would manage
the 250-acre site as protected open
space and for passive recreation.
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People In Recent County Parks News......

New Director of Sonoma

Regional Parks

Sonoma County, CA—In October the
Sonoma County Board of Supervi-
sors selected California State Parks
Commissioner Caryl Hart as the
new Director of Sonoma County Re-
gional Parks. Hart will be succeed-
ing Mary Burns who retired on No-
vember 1, 2010. Commissioner Hart
is a 20 year Sonoma County resi-
dent and a recognized expert in
parks acquisition and management.

Since 2000, Ms.

Hart has been a
Governor’s ap-
pointee to the Cali-
fornia State Parks
Commission and
has served as
Chair of the Com-
mission. In addi-
tion, Dr. Hart is a
founding member
of the local non-profit, LandPaths,
is a member of the California Cli-
mate reserve Forest Project Protocol
Committee, has served the County
as a member of the Sonoma County
Outdoor Recreation Plan Advisory
Committee as well as a member of
the County’ General Plan Update
Citizens Advisory Committee.

Hart has also managed a success-
ful production company, 360 Pro-
ductions for 14 years.

New VA county Director begins
Albemarle County, VA-- Bob Crick-
enberger is the new Director of
Parks and Recreation for Albemarle
County following the retirement of
Pat Mullaney.

Crickenberger, who has been with
the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment since 1974 and has served as
Deputy Director since 1990, as-
sumed his new position on January
1, 2011. Crickenberger joined the
County as a park foreman and
served in that capacity until 1981
when he was promoted to Superin-
tendent of Recreation.

Crickenberger has been involved in

numerous community organizations
during his employment with the
County including serving as a youth
baseball and basketball coach and
being a member of the Camp Albe-
marle and Claudius Crozet Park
Boards of Directors.

New park unit gets director
Carroll County, GA--We missed re-
porting in June of 2010 the hiring
of a director who will oversee opera-
tions of the recently created Carroll
County Parks Department.

Trudy Crunkleton, who had served
as the club manager of the Sky Val-
ley Resort & Country Club in Rabun
County, Ga., has been named the
new department’s first director.

Crunkleton holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in recreation. She began her
career at Georgia Power, where she
worked as an interpreter and assis-
tant manager. From there, she
worked at the Rabun County Parks
and Recreation Department in Clay-
ton before serving as the manager of
Sky Valley Timeshares from 1992
until 2005 after which she was
hired at the country club.

As Director, her initial priority will
be to develop the more than 2,000
acres of park land owned by the
county that is currently unused.
The properties were purchased by
the county between 1978 and 2009.

East Bay changes announced

The East Bay Regional Park District
Board of Directors announced that
Robert E. Doyle was selected to be-
come the new general manager of
the Park District effective January
1, 2011. Doyle will replace retiring
General Manager Pat O'Brien who
served the agency for 22 years.

Prior to joining the East Bay Re-
gional Park District, Mr. O'Brien
was General Manager of Southgate
Recreation and Park District in Sac-
ramento, California from 1980-1988
managing that District's urban and
rural parkland areas in Sacramento
County. In addition he served as

Southgate's Superintendent of Rec-
reation from
1974-1980. Dur-
ing his tenure
Pat O'Brien has
increased the
Regional Park
District by 30%,
doubling the size
of 12 parks and
increasing the
parks from 48 to
65 adding 100
miles of new trails
in the process through his abilities
to partner with many groups and
agencies.

Pat O’Brien

Doyle, moves up
from his position
at East Bay Re-
gional as Assistant
General Manager
for Interagency
and Regional Trail
Planning, Land
. Acquisition and
= A Environmental
. Review. He has
Robert Doyle spent 35 years
working at the Park District. He
began his career as a Park Ranger
working in seven Regional Parks,
moving to the Planning & Design
Department as a Resource Analyst,
and then to the Land Acquisition
Department as the Trail Specialist,
and later Chief of Land and Trail
Planning before becoming an Assis-
tant General Manager in 1990.

Doyle is a founding member of
Save Mount Diablo, a nonprofit land
trust and conservation organization.
He was a board member of the Bay
Area Open Space Council, and a
founding board member of the Bay
Area Ridge Trail Council, and was
among the first Board of Directors
of the Agricultural - Natural Re-
sources Trust of Contra Costa
County. He has received industry
recognition including a Mountain
Star Award from Save Mount Diablo
and a Lifetime Achievement Award
from California Trails and Green-
ways.
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NACPRO wishes to thank its Corporate Members
for their partnership and support

American Civil Constructors. 1601 W Belleview Avenue [Littleton CO 80120 www.acconstructors.com

American Swing Products 2533 N Carson St Carson City NV 96706  wwwamericanswing.com
Ameristar Fence Products PO Box 581000 Tulsa OK 74158 http://www.ameristarfence.com/
Aquatic Access, Inc. 1921 Production Dr. Louisville ~ 'KY 40299 http://www aquaticaccess.com/
Beachtech 720 S Rock Blvd. Reno NV 89502 www.beachtechusa.com
Biological Mediation Systems. P.0.Box 650 Ft. Colins  |CO 80522 http://hiologicalmediation.com/
Brock Enterprises P.0. Box 185307 Hamden  CT 06518  www brocknet.com
Connect-A-Dock Inc. 1501 Owner Ave. Atlantic |A 50022 www.connectadock.com
Design Concepts 211N PublicRd#200  Lafayeite CO 80026  http:/www.dclanet/

Green Play, LLC 3050 Industrial Ln #200 ~ Broomfield 'CO 80020  www.greenplayllc.com

M. Putterman & Co, Inc. 4834 S. Oakley Chicago L 60609  mputterman.com

Play & Park Structures 401 Chestnut Chattanooga | TN 137402 http://'www playandpark com/
R.J. Thomas Mfg. Co.Inc.  P.O.Box 946 Cherokee  [JA 51012 'www.pilotrock.com

Rain Drop Products LLC 716 Union Street Ashland ~ 'OH 44850  www.rain-drop.com

RDG Planning & Design 301 Grand Avenue Des Moines [IA 150309 |htp:/fwww.rdqusa.com/
Sureloc Landscape Edging 494 E. 64th St. Holland Ml 49423 hlp://'www.surelocedging.com/
Sof'Solutions Inc. P.0. Box 667 Draper UT 84020 \www.sof-solutions.com
Sybertech Waste Reduction 13698 Coldicutt Avenue  White Rock \BC V4B 3A9  htfp://www.swrl.com/
TrafficGuard Direct LLC P.0. Box 201 Geneva  |IL 60134 hitp://www trafficquard.net/
True Pitch, Inc. PO Box 11 Altoona  ||A 150009 htp://www_pitchingmounds.com/
UCS Inc. 511 Hoffman Lincolnton ~ INC 128092 http://ucsspirit.com

Wheeler Lumber LLC 9330 James Ave. S Bloomington [MN 55431 | htp://'www wheeler-con.com/

A special Thank You to those corporations that have
supported the NACPRO Annual Awards Program:

BMS? . svBerTECH

PARK - CAMP - STREET BIOLOGICAL
SITE EQUIPMENT T e
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Apply online for NACo’s 2011 Achievement Awards

Applications for the 2011 NACo
Achievement Award program are
now available.

The annual program is non-
competitive and recognizes innova-
tive county government programs.
Since it is not competitive, each
submission is judged on its own
merits based on the criteria outlined
in the application information.

Last year, more than 470 programs
were recognized from 107 counties
in 31 states.

The Achievement Award program
provides a way for counties to recog-
nize not only innovative programs,
but also the dedicated employees
who make these programs success-
ful.

“As the economy continues to floun-
der, counties are taking innovative
steps to provide services and pro-

ACHIEVEMENT

AWARDS - 2011

grams to their residents,” said Jac-
queline Byers, NACo research direc-
tor. “Sharing innovation through the
Achievement Award program is a
way to help other counties with their
own problems and also a way to rec-
ognize your hard-working employees
for their successes.”

The application process includes the
completion of an online form that
requires submitting contact infor-
mation and the title and category of

the program. Payment by credit card
can also be made online, but checks
and purchase orders may still be
mailed.

The program description and any
supplemental materials must still be
mailed along with the e-mailed con-
firmation page. All applications and
materials must be postmarked by
Feb. 11, 2011.

Since the program’s inception in
1970, the achievement awards have
honored thousands of county gov-
ernment initiatives that have im-
proved service delivery, achieved
greater cost efficiency, provided bet-
ter customer service, and helped to
develop a better-trained work force.

For more information including the
2011 application instructions,
please visit www.naco.org/
achievementawards.




